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divides to make a great well in the centre of the building
and shapes into a balcony around the second floor. The
floors are marble, and there isn't a carpet. The windows
stay closed, and there is no air.
As Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mussolini calls his office
the Hall of Victory, and the fabulous stories that every one
knows about the Napoleonic layout are, of course, true.
The big courtyard leads to a broad stone stairway mounting
from the ground level to the main floor. Then an ante-
chamber overflowing with hangings and bronzes. Then the
high-ceilinged office itself, chopped up by galleries. These
drip with tapestries by the craftsmen of Florence, who, I
suppose, can protest only by turning over in their graves.
A career man in diplomacy sits in the Foreign Office in
Sweden. Christian Giinther is a negotiator, a little difficult
to follow as the spearhead of Swedish foreign policy. We
had several meetings in the Utrikesdepartmentet, and as
the discussion shifted from one phrase 01 Sweden's situation
to another, I lost any sense of continuity of policy except
the desire to keep out of the war. On one point, however,
there was no issue. Gunther, reflecting the wishes of his
Government's constituents, the Swedish people, was com-
pletely clear in the matter of Sweden's attitude toward
Finland.
After the Foreign Minister agreed that Sweden's policy,
because of the tense situation in Finland and the pivots
centring on Russia, was one of the principal political and
military questions in Europe, I proposed that if Sweden's
official attitude in the face of this situation had already
crystallized, the Swedish Government could do its part
constructively by declaring its position at once. On the
third night of our meetings, with Prime Minister Hansson's
consent, the Government acquiesced in my view, and
Sweden's official declaration was dictated to me in the name
of the Government in these words of the Foreign Office
Spokesman :
" Sweden has never been neutral toward Finland. Dur-
ing Finland's 1939-40 war, in addition to the great natural
and humanitarian assistance we gave Finland, we also
exported war materials to Finland, and some of our best
young men joined up as soldiers with the Finnish Army.